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by Chief Emeka Anyaoku 

Bonn Symposium 2008 

The Hon. Minister Andreas Krautscheid, 

Exec. Secretary ofthe UN Convention on Desertification Luc Gnacadja 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

I am delighted to be here today to participate in the Bonn Symposium 2008 „Sustainab1e 

Development - From Principle to Practice.“ 

I would like to thank the Development and Peace Foundation, and the GTZ for inviting me to 

the discussion of a topic that has become even more important today than when it was first 

broadly embraced at the Rio Summit back in 1992. 

In 1961, WWF's founding fathers realized the importance of addressing human needs while 

conserving enough space for wild places and species. WWF's mission today is to stop the 

degradation of the planet's natural environment and to build a future in which humans live in 

harmony with nature. 

In 1986 WWF, IUCN and UNEP published the World Conservation Strategy. 

In 1987, the Bruntdland Report reconfirmed many of the World Conservation Strategy 

precepts, saying "Poverty is a major cause and effect of global environmental problems. It is 

therefore futile to attempt to deal with environmental problems without a broader perspective 

that encompasses the factors underlying world poverty and international inequality.“ 

In 1992 the Rio Summit enshrined those principles. 

Since that time, we have had numerous and significant contributions to the conceptual, policy 

and practical evolution of sustainable development leading to numerous and significant 

pioneering beginnings. We've seen sustainable technology development, sustainable corporate 

business frameworks, cradle to grave assessment and efficiencies built into commodities and 

services and regulators tightening up rules, markets and systems.  

But while these trends are growing, we cannot truthfully say that they are extensive enough or 

fast enough. Most developed countries have continued to pursue economic growth with little or 

no regard for their ecological consequencies, and the developing countries whose priority is to 

address the poverty of their people have been endeavouring to grow their economies largely in 

the same ways that were followed by developed countries in the stages of their 

industrialization and economic growth. 

In pursuing WWF's twin goals of protection of biodiversity and equitably reducing humanity's 

global footprint, one of 0l11' key tools is the living planet index. A complement to other works 

like the Human Development Index, our Living Planet Report - the first was produced 10 years 

ago and the 7th has just been released - measures ecosystem and species health and helps 

provide essential guidance on sustainability. It shows how our over- consumption and use of 

resources has outstripped their natural supply. 
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Within 20 years, if we continue our present lifestyle, we will need the equivalent of two planets 

to meet humanity's demand for goods and p services. The findings of the Millennium 

Ecosystem Assessment identified the same thing - the loss of the natural infrastructure of 

sustainability - often at the expense of developing countries - with tremendous impacts in 

ecological, social and economic terms. 

As devastating as the financial credit crunch has been or promises to be, it is as nothing 

compared to the ecological recession we are facing. Consider this sobering thought: it is 

estimated that around two trillion dollars have been wiped off the global value of stocks and 

shares in the past two months. But, the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment estimates that 

every single year, between four and four and a half trillion dollars worth of natural resources 

are destroyed for ever. This is the scale of the ecological credit crunch that now faces us. 

If We are to realize sustainable development, we must act to reduce our footprint or we leave 

a world pauperized by our greed, selfishness and lack of thought for the future, with massive 

biodiversity loss and increased "natural" disasters, and above all the loss of the ecosystem 

services that keep the world productive and beautiful. We must strive for better management 

of the ecosystems that provide those services - managing resources Within the limits set by 

nature, and at nature's scale. 

The scale of the challenge is huge and seemingly overwhelming. It requires, in our collective 

interest, concerted transfer of technology from the developed to the developing countries in 

order to avoid a replication of the ecological footprint of the former by the latter in their 

necessary development efforts. 

It requires that in each sector of economic activities such as industry and mining, and in 

agriculture and fisheries, decisions must be made with an eye to broader ecological 

consequences. 

And it requires that the people and organizations in the developed world, like many of you 

here, as well as the people and organizations in the developing countries should always seek to 

create the markets, rules, boundaries and consumption patterns that promote sustainable 

development. 

But in doing so, the special needs of the developing countries must be recognized. For 

example, developing countries need more paper for education; they do not as yet have 

common "web access” at their finger tips to help them in their struggle to access knowledge. 

So when we consider forest protection and cutting paper use, we should think about 

sustainable production of system and material that can meet the ecological and economic 

needs of their people. 

Permit me to return to WWF's Living Planet Report. Ten years ago, WWF developed the report 

as a tool to better monitor and measure the health of our Planet, and it has published it every 

two years since. The Living Planet Index which is tracked in this WWF report is now an 

internationally agreed standard to measure progress towards the global target of reducing 

biological diversity loss by 2010; it uses population trends in species from around the world to 

assess the state of global biodiversity. 

Between 1970 and 2005, the Living Planet Index (LPI) declined by 27 percent overall. The 
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decimation of biodiversity may have stopped temporarily in some regions and some species 

are recuperating; but all evidence indicates that we have not reached a turning point towards a 

better conservation of species and that the global dying of species is continuing. 

We must be concerned about the decline of biodiversity because it underpins the health of the 

planet and has a direct impact on all our lives. Put simply, reduced biodiversity means millions 

of people face a future where food supplies are more vulnerable to pests and disease and 

where water is in irregular or short supply. No one can escape the impact of biodiversity loss 

because reduced global diversity translates, among other things, into fewer new medicines, 

greater vulnerability to natural disasters and greater effects Brom global warming. 

Multiple human economic activities, from fishing on an industrial scale, to extractive industries, 

to energy production emitting greenhouse gases that provoke global warming, continue to 

impact flora and fauna around the world - sometimes pressuring their populations, sometimes 

driving them to extinction. This continuous death of species means that the environmental 

stability and development options available to future generations will be reduced. 

As WWF has developed the Living Planet Report it has tried to ensure that the report also has 

practical application. By introducing the concept of sustainability wedges, which are used to 

identify ecological overshoot across different sectors and drivers, it helps WWF and others to 

focus and prioritize their work. Wedge analysis enables us to break down the various factors 

contributing to our ecological overshoot and to propose specific and realistic solutions for each. 

In this way, the Living Planet Report is a tool for decision makers to help them make the best 

decisions about where to focus their footprint reductions. 

More and more people recognize that climate change and environment are among the defining 

challenges of our generation. 

To give you three examples of what the WWF is doing to help mobilize real solutions in tackling 

overshoot in different sustainability "wedges": 

• Multi-stakeholder partnerships, promoted by WVVF, are setting new environmental 

standards for key commodities. These "roundtables" are pioneering environmentally 

sustainable production and responsible corporate purchasing of commodities that include 

palm oil, soy, timber, cotton, sugarcane, and bio-fuels. WWF is working with industry, 

brands, financial institutions, retailers, and NGOs to ensure that growing demand for these 

commodities does not destroy the environment. Several of WWF's corporate partners - 

IKEA, Coca-Cola, and Unilever - are now leading the movement to buy only from certified 

sources, thereby reducing our footprint on the world's special places. 

• The System of Rice Intensification (SRI) Initiative, developed first in Madagascar, shows 

yield increases of more than 30 per cent while using 40% less water, less fertilizer and less 

seed. SRI would enable India to meet its grain objective of 220 million tonnes by 2012 

instead of 2050, thereby mitigating the need for more dams. And the partnership of WIWF, 

agricultural and academic authorities, and rice researchers is urging SRI expansion to take 

pressure off freshwater ecosystems in Indonesia and China. 

• The world's first shrimp and tuna fisheries are now MSC-certified, and more than 125 
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fisheries - 8% of the world's edible seafood catch - are engaged in the MSC programme, 

with 35 of them already certified. Forty-two per cent of the world's wild salmon catch and 

the world's prime whitefish catch are now MSC-certified - signaling that sustainable fisheries 

act as powerful incentives for other fisheries to improve or lose market share. Certified 

sustainable products, including MSC, are an important element of WWF's work to transform 

key sectors, and change markets to be sustainable, which is reinforced with good policies. 

But the challenges cannot be met by any one country or any one global organization acting 

alone. We in the WWF believe that governments, the private sector, the NGOs and the people 

must combine forces to tackle the challenges if we are to realize sustainable development 

which is the only way of saving our one planet for our future generations. And it is in that spirit 

that I wish your conference every success. 

I thank you for your attention. 


