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LG’s taking note 

As humanity, We share a Common future and a Common fate 

• Sustainable development is known to be the development that 
"meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability 
of future generations to meet their own needs." It is concept 
developed by the “Brundtland Commission” or  World Commission 
on Environment and Development in its report titled “Our Common 
Future” and published in 1987. 

• The commission was created to address growing concern "about the 
accelerating deterioration of the human environment and natural 
resources and the consequences of that deterioration for economic 
and social development." In establishing the commission, the UN 
General Assembly recognized that environmental problems were 
global in nature and determined that it was in the common interest of 
all nations to establish policies for sustainable development 

• 25 years later, and despite of that well known and well diffused 
Bruntland Report, the world is far from realizing that humanity 
shares a “common fate” and that global cooperation is not an option 
but must come into force under the principle of “differentiate but 
common responsibility”  

• Today, the world is so interconnected and interlocked that a drought 
in Australia could lead could lead to serious food shortage and 
turmoil on the global commodity market as we experienced it last 
year. 

• Sustainable development is about ending what Jeffrey Sachs named 
the “tyranny of the present over the future”  

o The natural capital of the planet is a common capital, a 
“common wealth” 
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• Today “6.6 billion people living in an interconnected global economy 
(are) producing an outstanding $60 trillion of output each year” 
(estimated in purchasing-power parity or PPP by J. Sachs in 
“Common Wealth”); almost 10.000 USD per capita.  How can 
ending extreme poverty still be a challenge? 

• The many crisis our planet is facing are interlocked:   

o From food crisis to energy insecurity 

o From climate change to desertification and the multiple 
regional wars 

o From the financial crisis to the ecosystems’ one 

o There will be no financial shortcut bailout possible for the 
ecosystems’ bankruptcy 

• The seemingly soft issues of environment, extreme poverty, public 
health are becoming threat multipliers and key determinants of war 
and peace.  

• To achieve the sustainable development and ensure  inter-
generational & intra-generational justice and solidarity , our 
commitments towards ourselves & our promises towards the next 
generation are embedded in: 

o The Rio conventions, and  

o The Millennium Development Goals (8 goals and 21 targets) 

• But we are far from being on track for achieving the MDGS 
especially when we consider: 

o The 1st Goal: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger  

o The 7th Goal: Ensure environmental sustainability, and  

o The 8th Goal: Develop a global partnership for development 

• About failure in global partnership for development 

• The failure of develop countries to honour their commitments is one 
of the limiting factors in achieving the MDGs especially in Africa. 
The combine income of the donors countries (Europe, the US, 
Canada & Japan) is $37 trillion a year and the UN Secretary General 
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reports identifies an additional $72 billion a year of public assistance 
to achieve the MDGs in Africa, compatible with the donors past 
pledges to Africa 

• We must also highlight the failed policies and the lack of good 
governance in some of the developing countries  

• There is failure to lead the market to a wise and sustainable use of the 
natural resources and generate more balanced growth  

• In a market economy public good governance is about implementing 
sound public policies to align private interests with sustainable 
development, for instance through: 

o Tax on environmental harm 

o Issuance limit number of tradable permits 

o Industry performance standard & development of sustainable 
technologies 

o Zoning ie specific regulations for certain spatial zones 
(protected parks) 

• “The Paris Declaration provides a  strategy for increasing the 
impact of aid on development and accelerating achievement of the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)  

o The Declaration establishes five broad principles for donor 
agencies and recipient countries on aid effectiveness : 

o country ownership in leading the development process; 

o donor alignment with partner countries’ national development 
priorities and financial management systems; 

o donor harmonisation through the use of common funding 
arrangements and more effective division of labour; 

o managing for results by managing and implementing aid in a 
way that focuses on desired results and uses information to 
improve decision-making; and 

o mutual accountability whereby partner countries and donors are 
both accountable for development results”. 
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• We must bring the one billion of people living in extreme poverty 
out of the poverty trap –  
“The poverty trap is self-reinforcing, not self-correcting”  

o Poverty is a major threat for the future 

o The poor countries are politically unstable & prone to conflict 
& violence 

o They are experiencing massive local environmental degradation 
(overuse & depletion of natural resources  

o Extreme poverty and environmental stress are the root of the 
violent crisis in the drylands; from the Sahel, the Horn of 
Africa, the Middle East and Central Asia (Afghanistan, Chad, 
Ethiopia, Iraq, Pakistan, Somalia and Sudan) 

o The cost of the end of extreme poverty has estimated to less 
than 1% of the annual income of the rich world. “Yet despite 
the huge imbalance between the modest costs of action and 
huge consequences of inaction, the world remains paralyzed” 
(J. Sachs) 

• Desertification & Land degradation are under-recognized 
threats to human global well-being 

o “The history of every nation is eventually written in the way in 
which it cares for its soil” (Former US President  Franklin 
Roosvelt) 

o According to the second global assessment of land degradation 
issued this year and titled “the GLADA Report”, in comparison 
to the previous status, in 23 years, an additional 24% of the 
global terrestrial area has been degraded, impairing further our 
abilities to cope with global threats such as the food crisis, the 
water scarcity, the environmentally induced migrations, the 
worsening state of the climate, etc. 

o The geography of endemic poverty and hunger in rural areas 
coincides with that of degraded lands. 

o The key constraints to food security such as:  

� Increasing Water scarcity;  
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� Shrinking of arable land & loss of soil; 

� The impacts of Climate change on the agriculture;  

� The Agro-fuels impacts; 

� The declining research & investments in agriculture 
worldwide  

 are all about the sustainable management of the land and its 
ecosystems.  

o Drought & desertification are predictable,  
and to some extend Land degradation is reversible 

o So, to a large extend, their severe socio-economic impacts on 
affected populations livelihood are the result of public and even 
global policy failures 

1. Failure to upscale the good practices   

2. Failure to diffuse the available information & knowledge 

3. Failure to mainstream at the national level 

4. Failure to mobilize the required resources 

5. Failure to converge from the global to the local (through 
strategic partnerships & synergies) 

o Setting, achieving & monitoring targets on land improvement 
with incentive mechanisms could re-define the concept and the 
content of international development cooperation.  

o The current country-driven system would be complemented by 
collaboration arrangements with all stakeholders (including the 
private sector), with rural areas in developing countries among 
the beneficiaries.  

o “Today’s global challenges such as the food crisis, the 
consequences of biofuels on land and food commodities, the 
water scarcity, the forced migrations, the climate change 
agenda, are bringing the global community down to earth, 
down to the land; they are calling for sound and integrated 
policies including on sustainable land management.”  

Change in people’s lifestyle :  
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o The concept of “virtual water”  developed by John Anthony 
Allan 

o The “virtual water” concept measures how water is embedded 
in the production and trade of food and consumer products. 
Behind a cup of coffee are 140 litres of water used to grow, 
produce, package and ship the beans 

o Growing a kilo of wheat takes an average of 900 litres of water 

o A slide of bread some 40 litres 

o A kilo of beef at least 10,000 litres and in some areas as much 
as 200,000 litres 

o So the choices we make regarding food are extremely important 
in terms of the global water and land economy. 

o We have to develop better water & land soils management 
processes and schemes and also change our consumption habits 

o Virtual water has major impacts on global trade policy and 
research, especially in water-scarce regions, and has redefined 
discourse in water policy and management. National, regional 
and global water and food security, for example, can be 
enhanced when water intensive commodities are traded from 
places where they are economically viable to produce to places 
where they are not 

• “Our problems are man-made; therefore, they can be solved by man. 
...For, in the final analysis, our most basic common link is that we all 
inhabit this planet. We all breathe the same air. We all cherish our 
children’s future. And we are all mortal.”  

Since those famous words of former US president John F. Kennedy 
have been spoken 45 years ago, the world has change and not 
slightly, but those words urging for a global quest to find solutions to 
human-made problems are still so actual, so relevant to today’s 
context of dramatically imbalanced and unsustainable development. 


