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Many of you will be familiar with the latest report from the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) that was published last year. It sets out clearly the devastating 
consequences that will result from the changes to the climate that can no longer be stopped 
and has consequently sparked a new debate about an old subject: A debate about the 
sustainable development of our world. 
One central building block of sustainable global development has already been discussed 
frequently in depth: The secure and environmentally friendly provision of energy. The 
provision of energy in ways that contribute to economic and social development, that do not 
endanger our world’s ecological balance and that meet the needs of the Earth’s growing 
population.  
 
The expansion of renewable energies will decisively help the efforts to deal with what is 
probably the biggest sustainability issue of our age: climate change. Regenerative energies 
will lessen the impact of climate change, which massively threatens the successes being 
achieved in the campaign against poverty. Even now, at this early stage, it is causing 
damage worth billions of dollars and euros. According to the experts, damage worth 
thousands of billions of dollars and euros is foreseeable if nothing is done to slow down the 
pace of climate change. Most of all, the floods, droughts and hurricanes will affect the poor in 
the North and the South and rob them again and again of the little that they have laboriously 
built up. Someone who is rich can at least insure their property. Someone who is poor will 
not show up in the damage statistics or feature in the media, if they survive at all.  
We have to set limits on climate change if we are to attain the Millennium Goal of halving the 
number of people who live in poverty by 2015 and then hold that figure down permanently.  
Sustainable development means building future energy systems that are based on 
renewable energies. And, in this respect, renewable energies are far more than just an 
intelligent form of energy generation. I see three compelling reasons why we should put our 
faith in them. 
 
Firstly: (the move away from oil) 
Dependence on the importation of fossil energies is a serious barrier to development, above 
all for many developing countries. Since there are barely any options open to these countries 
that would permit them to adapt to their changing environment, this dependence hits them 
harder than the industrialised states. The developing countries, especially, could therefore 
benefit over the long term if they were to move away from fossil energies towards renewable 
energy. Today, more than three quarters of global trade in fossil energies is associated with 
crude oil and mineral oil products. The developing countries, which only contribute 
21 percent of global value creation, import almost 40 percent of the oil traded around the 
world. For a long time, petroleum was relatively easy and cheap to buy on the world market. 
The rise in world market prices to be expected over the longer term will make importing 
mineral oil considerably more expensive for many developing countries. At the same time, 
their earnings from exports are falling, as a result of which they have lost roughly one third of 
their foreign currency income. This means the terms of trade, which are unjust enough in any 
case, will deteriorate even further at their expense. In this connection, the slight fall in the oil 
price during the last few weeks can be interpreted as little more than a breathing space. For 
it is clear that production will lag further and further behind rising demand and dramatic price 
hikes are to be expected in the near future. The oil we are talking about is a limited resource. 
If the price remains at a high level or rises even more, people will realise that what oil 
remains is too precious to burn. Our task is therefore to open up alternatives for the poor 
countries as well, and one such alternative is the expansion of renewable energies which 
use the resources available at the local level. 
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Moving away from oil – this is a policy which has been pursued in real terms in Europe over 
the last few years. In the EU, we have adopted the 20/20/20 target: saving 20 percent of the 
energy we use today – in other words greater energy efficiency –, making sure renewable 
energies achieve a 20 percent share of the energy market and, not least, cutting CO2 
emissions by 20 percent. 
And “moving away from oil” is a policy which is also being pursued in Germany in real terms. 
Thanks to this year’s revision of the Renewable Energy Sources Act (EEG), we will be able 
to further increase the proportion of our energy supplies to come from renewable energies by 
a clear margin. The Act has created the preconditions for renewable energies to become 
competitive on the domestic energy market over the medium and long term. For renewable 
energies will only be able to play a key role in the energy sector permanently if they establish 
themselves on the market without financial subsidy. At the same time, the Renewable 
Energy Sources Act performs an important function in industrial policy. The EEG has acted 
as a catalyst for technological innovations that are strengthening the German renewable 
energy sector’s outstanding position in international competition. Renewable energies 
constitute an international growth market. For instance, it is to be expected that the global 
volume of investment in these technologies will increase six-fold to about 250 billion euros a 
year by 2020. 
And if we look forward into the future, to the year 2050, it is undeniable that Renewable 
energies have impressive potential for development. The share of German power 
consumption met by renewable energies can be increased from its present level, which is 
roughly 15 percent, to 50 percent by 2030. In 2050, almost 100 percent of Germany’s power 
supplies could be derived from renewable energies. These are the conclusions drawn in a 
recently published study on the further development of Germany’s strategy for the expansion 
of renewable energies researched by the German Aerospace Centre (DLR). 
100 percent as early as 2050 – what progress! 
 
Since 2000, my party, the Social Democratic Party of Germany, has been working for the 
establishment of an International Renewable Energies Agency (IRENA). This step is 
necessary in order to encourage an intensification of international cooperation, and in 
particular to strengthen technology transfers and reinforce the efforts to pass on experience 
and know-how.  
What makes IRENA necessary is the fact that the system of international institutions does 
not have a body comparable to the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) that is 
working for the global development and introduction of renewable energies. We need a 
counterweight to the international networks and institutions specifically dedicated to fossil 
energies and – in one special case – nuclear energy. This could be of considerable 
significance for renewable energies around the world if it allows their advocates to pursue 
the political argument with the interest groups that represent other energy structures on a 
level playing field. For only renewable energies can fulfil the hope that humanity could one 
day be able to rely on autonomous, permanent, zero-emissions supplies of energy. IRENA 
should be an international ‘driving force’, in both practical and psychological terms, for 
initiatives of all kinds. As an agency funded jointly by national governments and focussed 
purely on renewable energies – and in combination with an international treaty on measures 
to spread renewable energies that could be adopted as an additional protocol to the Non-
Proliferation Treaty – it should send out a signal that the international community is finally 
grasping, and taking seriously, the opportunities offered by renewable energies. In order to 
do this, it must be prepared for organisational initiatives of exactly the kind undertaken to 
promote nuclear energy in the 1950s. My dream is for the International Renewable Energies 
Agency to become part of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 
 
In January 2009, this initiative launched by my party will finally be translated into practice 
here in Bonn. 
By the way, Bonn is not just a good choice as the location for the Agency’s Founding 
Conference, but would also be by far the best place for IRENA to have its permanent seat. 
 
Secondly: (economic development and employment) 
Alternatives like the expansion of renewable energies are all the more necessary given that 
two billion people, one third of the world’s population, still live without access to commercial 
energy. The provision of such energy is one of the central preconditions for economic 
development and alleviating poverty. We observe that, as a rule, poverty is retreating in 
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places where energy is available. Electrical domestic appliances and tools mean labour 
savings and increases in productivity. Electric light does not just lengthen the amount of 
daytime during which people can engage in productive activities, it reduces the strain placed 
on people’s eyesight and therefore extends the number of years that can be used for manual 
work. Finally, television and the Internet connect the most isolated village to the whole world. 
The digital gap between the rich and poor countries will only be closed if the computers of 
the poor are supplied with energy. Yet such devices do not run on kerosene or charcoal; 
they need power. Energy, electricity above all, opens up new areas of employment and 
earning opportunities. It can make an important contribution to the improvement of living 
conditions in rural areas and, in this way, prevent many people from migrating away to the 
cities. 
In this respect, technologies that exploit regenerative energy do not just present the poor 
countries with opportunities for work and development. Where there is a sufficiently large 
market potential, they also offer interesting economic perspectives to German businesses 
that are involved in transferring technology and building up permanent distribution structures 
in our partner countries. 
Energy helps to fight poverty. By the same token, however, we also have to realise that a 
minimum level of income is required in the first place if people are to be able to afford ‘clean’ 
energy at all. What is true for the industrialised states is even more true for the developing 
countries: The sustainable energy systems of the future must be affordable. We have to 
collaborate with our partner countries in attempting to bridge the gulf between the high prices 
charged for the services available on the renewable energy market and efficient end user 
appliances, on the one hand, and the difficulties poorer sections of the population have 
paying for these things, on the other. 
The Clean Development Mechanism put in place by the Kyoto Protocol enables the 
industrialised states to earn emissions reduction credits with emissions reduction projects in 
developing countries. In brief, an industrialised country with emissions reduction obligations 
invests in a project to save emissions in a developing country without any reduction 
obligations. It then allocates the emissions units saved to its own account. Behind the CDM 
is the correct idea that it is irrelevant whereabouts on the Earth emissions are reduced. By 
May 2008, there were more than 1,000 registered projects worldwide. 2,300 further projects 
are currently being planned. The expected volume of savings attributable to CDM projects 
should rise to 2.3 billion tonnes of CO2 and equivalents by 2012.  
First and foremost, it is important that industrialised countries are able to take action to 
reduce emissions at locations around the world where this can be done economically. The 
CDM therefore has a decisive role to play in making climate protection cost-efficient and 
encouraging the transfer of technologies to developing countries. 
 
This is another field where IRENA could assume important functions. Where necessary, it 
should assist developing countries in drawing up strategies to introduce renewable energies. 
It is not a question of inventing the wheel all over again, but making use of the broad 
experience that has been built up. For instance, it would be possible to involve German 
institutions well versed in development cooperation, such as the German Agency for 
Technical Cooperation (GTZ) and the Carl Duisberg Society, when implementing technology 
transfer activities. For 20 years, there has been a consensus that the existing international 
organisations are sufficient. Some feel the calls for a new renewable energies agency have 
been indicative of a lack of appreciation for their own work. Even some national development 
organisations with terms of reference that extend to renewable energies as well have 
reacted in this way. And even some businesses that export renewable energy technologies 
regard the new Agency as an intrusion onto their territory. 
However, IRENA should have a subsidiary function: It must get things done in places where 
nothing is happening yet, where others are not taking action, and where there is a need for 
its support. It can withdraw from places where – not least thanks to its assistance – 
technology transfers can be taken over by others or these processes have become self-
sustaining. No enterprise can expand its market if it has to arrange for its clients’ training as 
well. What would happen to the IT market if computer manufacturers also had to pay for their 
clients to be trained to operate computers? 
 
Thirdly and lastly: (climate protection) 
The Earth’s climate is in danger. Scientists tell us that the consumption of fossil energies is 
altering our climate and threatening the foundations of human life. The developing countries, 
in particular, have been among the first to experience the impact climate change is having in 
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real terms, as the increasing frequency of floods and droughts they have seen over the last 
few years has shown. The poorest suffer before anyone else - although they have not 
contributed at all to climate change. The industrialised countries therefore have a duty to 
develop strategies that enable people to adapt and adjust their behaviour. They have to set 
an example when it comes to reducing emissions. Our goal is to restrict emissions rights to 
two tonnes of CO2 per capita – regardless whether the country is industrialised or 
developing. Germany has set itself this goal, even if some senior figures in the Christian 
Democratic Union, our partner in the current governing coalition, are trying to undermine this 
commitment. The messages coming from the scientists are increasingly threatening and 
leave no room for doubt: The next climate protection agreement must set the parameters for 
a ‘low carbon economy’. The industrialised countries bear most of the responsibility for the 
problem. They have to take on a leading role and cut their emissions in absolute terms. Last 
year, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change calculated in its Fourth Assessment 
Report that the first steps it is necessary to take will require a reduction in global emissions 
of at least 50 percent by 2050 and a reduction of 25 to 40 percent from the industrialised 
countries by 2020. In addition to this, global emissions must be brought onto a downward 
trajectory in ten to 15 years, at the latest, if we want to stay within the upper limit on which 
the European Union has agreed – a rise of two degrees compared to the pre-industrial 
period. I believe we, and the whole First World, have a duty to act. 
This danger is truly global in character. Coordinated action is urgently necessary. Should the 
international community’s efforts to foster development and fight poverty prove successful – 
which we all hope and expect –, the worldwide consumption of energy will grow considerably 
this century. If the structure of our primary energy base remains unchanged, that is to say if 
the proportion of our energy coming from coal and oil stays the same, this will be 
accompanied by an enormous increase in emissions of greenhouse gases. In fact, even a 
stabilisation of emissions at the current level will not suffice to prevent further rises in 
temperatures. An effective reduction is required. There are therefore no alternatives to the 
systematic expansion of renewable energies. 
With the Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol, the 
industrialised countries undertook to reduce their emissions of greenhouse gases. When 
they did so, they knew very well that the developing countries would increase their own 
emissions as they developed. It is therefore more than encouraging that the new 
administration in the USA, the country with the greatest energy consumption and the highest 
CO2 emissions, finally accepts these global commitments. After all, the warming of the 
Earth’s climate has definitely been caused by humans and not by God ‘just hugging us 
closer’, as the inimitable Sarah Palin impersonator Tina Fey put it in a satirical sketch on the 
US comedy show Saturday Night Live.☺ 
 
 
The transition to renewable energies is a historic necessity, for us and for world civilisation 
as a whole. We cannot afford to waste any more time in the global campaign to mobilise 
renewable energies.  
 
This is not just necessary for reasons of climate protection and environmental conservation. 
In view of the way both fossil energy reserves and uranium reserves are being exhausted 
and at the same time becoming more expensive, it is also necessary for reasons of energy 
security and, what is more, international peace building. It is necessary due to the danger of 
uncontrolled proliferation to difficult regimes and the unresolved question of permanent 
disposal sites for radioactive waste. In view of the unbearable economic burdens imposed by 
energy imports, it is necessary for reasons of development policy. It is necessary as a 
means of creating new industrial jobs and stimulating regional economic cycles. It offers 
agriculture new prospects. Renewable energies can do a massive amount to promote health 
and prevent water crises. And renewable energies have a social and psychological 
significance that can hardly be overestimated: They are our best hope, and convey a sense 
of hope that we really are capable of coping with the global environmental problems many 
people have ceased to believe can be solved – under the impression of the disasters they 
see day after day in their living rooms on television and read about in their newspapers. 
People need hopes, they need everyday options they can actually understand. Only then will 
they commit themselves to the cause. Otherwise, they will abandon themselves to fatalism. 
 
At this point, I would like to thank the organisers of this symposium, the Development and 
Peace Foundation, which – just as Willy Brandt intended when it was set up – has always 
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been a platform, driving force and source of visionary ideas for those who work for humane, 
sustainable development by trying to make international relations more peaceful, civilise the 
conflicts within societies and create social justice.  
 
 
Bonn has hosted major conferences time and time again – among them milestones in 
environmental and climate policy. Only in June of this year, Bonn was once again at the 
heart of global environmental policymaking. The second round of negotiations on the Bali 
Roadmap took place here. These talks were intended to pave the way for the 2009 Climate 
Conference in Copenhagen, at which decisions are due to be taken about a comprehensive 
climate protection agreement for the period after 2012. All in all, 1,500 representatives of the 
contracting states and observers from non-governmental organisations and the media 
attended this event. I am proud that my home city provides a backdrop to debates about the 
most important questions being faced by humanity. It can truly be said that our future is 
being ‘made in Bonn’. 
In the Bali Roadmap of December 2007, the international community agreed a timetable for 
comprehensive negotiations about a climate regime for the period after 2012, the end of the 
first Kyoto Protocol commitment period. These negotiations are due to be concluded at the 
Climate Conference in Copenhagen in December 2009.  
 
The City of Bonn should also remain the Federal Republic of Germany’s principle venue for 
encounters between the North and the South. The German Bundestag took important 
decisions about Bonn’s future when it passed the Berlin-Bonn Act of 1994. These included 
steps to build up Bonn as a competence centre for sustainable development and as a UN 
location. Considerable funds have been made available over the last few years to follow up 
on these decisions. In consequence, Bonn is regarded today as a centre of North-South 
dialogue. 
In the meantime, 17 UN secretariats with more than 600 members of staff, twelve 
international non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and all the important German 
development cooperation institutions are based in Bonn. 
I do not subscribe to the thinking expressed by Bert Brecht (1898-1956, German dramatist 
and poet) when he made his cynical remark that, ‘All great ideas fail because of people.’ On 
the contrary, I tend to agree with the American physicist Julius Robert Oppenheimer (1904-
1967), who lived through almost exactly the same period and articulated the view that, 
‘Brilliant ideas can be organised.’ This is exactly what is required. Coordinated, integrated 
practical steps implemented by experts from the academic world, politics and society, 
coming together in one place. And that is exactly what is happening at Bonn. Which makes it 
possible for issues to be dealt with methodically and joint action taken. 
This action should not be held back by organisational difficulties. When I say this I am 
speaking on my own behalf, on behalf of the SPD and its parliamentary group in the German 
Bundestag and, I believe, on behalf of the City of Bonn and its Lady Mayor, Bärbel 
Dieckmann (who has unfortunately not been able to welcome us personally): We are very 
glad to offer our cooperation and will offer our cooperation again and again in future. 
 
In 1996, the UN Secretary-General raised the blue flag of the United Nations here at Bonn, 
making it the first UN city in Germany. The Renewables 2004 international conference on 
renewable energies was held here and the ninth meeting of the parties to the UN Convention 
on Biological Diversity (COP 9) took place here only last year. Bonn is a wonderful city. The 
population is tolerant and friendly, and possesses above-average levels of education.☺ 
Where else but here should an International Renewable Energies Agency be based? Where 
else but here would it be so easy to integrate the expertise and capacities required for 
sustainable global development? Where else but here should the great questions of 
humanity be discussed and resolved in future? 
Future Made in Bonn – it is a great slogan for a great city. 
 
Thank you for your attention. 


