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Mr. President,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I feel privileged to be associated to the patronage of this 2008 Bonn 
Symposium and at the outset I would like to express my sincere thanks 
to Dr. Michèle Roth, Executive Director of the Development and 
Peace Foundation for the invitation extended to the Secretariat of the 
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), and 
commend the Foundation for its endeavours and achievements. 

The world is witnessing a food, energy, climate and economic crisis, 
each having repercussions on every sphere of human activity. Land 
degradation adds to the adverse impact of each of these problems.  

The UNCCD is not only an environmental Treaty, it is also about 
Sustainable Development. 

Actually the topic of sustainable development relates very much to the 
objectives of the UNCCD. 

Article 2 of the Convention states that one important objective is “ 
…to combat desertification and mitigate the effects of drought in 
countries experiencing serious drought and/or desertification, 
particularly in Africa, through effective action at all levels, supported 
by international cooperation and partnership arrangements, in the 
framework of an integrated approach, which is consistent with 
Agenda 21, with a view to contributing to the achievement of 
sustainable development in affected areas”.  

The international community, particularly the developing countries 
have over the years lamented the fact that although the cause of 
sustainability has been taken up at all levels across the globe, this 
issue has yet to be fully addressed with the sense of urgency it 
deserves.  
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Desertification is often obscured by an all-too-common misperception: 
that it involves a “natural” problem of advancing deserts. In reality, 
desertification is anything but that.  

Desertification is a process that occurs in all regions of the world and 
it is about land degradation, in arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas 
resulting from various factors, including climatic variations and 
human activities. 

Desertification has devastating consequences and imposes enormous 
social and economic costs. The loss of livelihoods and natural 
resources causes food security to take centre stage. A train of events 
leading from poverty to migration to conflict is set in motion to 
disastrous effect.  

Currently over a billion people in more than one hundred countries 
face a direct threat to their livelihood as a result of dryland 
degradation.  

The findings are clear: desertification is a global problem requiring 
urgent attention. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

A long-lasting solution to the current global crisis lies on a more 
balanced interaction between Man and the natural resources 

The ongoing international financial crisis and the recent global food 
crisis are wake-up calls that must be turned into an opportunity by 
countries and the international community to revitalize global 
cooperation and partnership to effectively foster sustainable 
development and do more to rectify the systemic imbalances that have 
contributed over the years to current difficulties.  

Even as national governments across the globe make efforts to fight 
off bankruptcy for their financial institutions, the land that support 
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farmers and ensure food security for their populations are facing ever-
increasing threats of degradation. On the surface, the unprecedented 
price hikes for basic food commodities were seemingly caused by the 
widespread lack of food security.  

In reality, there is a chronically severe food crisis among the poor in 
the countries that face the related effects of desertification, land 
degradation, climate change and drought. Food crisis and hunger in 
the drylands in particular, is a daily phenomenon in the countryside 
and villages, far from the food markets, whether international food 
prices are high or low. 

Basically, hunger in these countries is not a result of high international 
food prices but a consequence of local level conditions that result in 
low agricultural productivity, especially arable land degradation, 
desertification and climate change related frequent and severe 
droughts and the rural poverty.  

According to the World Bank, nearly 75% of the poorest populations 
live in rural areas, and a large majority of them depend on agriculture 
for daily subsistence. 

Forced to extract as much as they can from the land for food, energy, 
housing and income, the poor become both the cause and the victims 
of desertification. And desertification becomes both the cause and 
consequence of poverty. 

The fight against desertification therefore requires a multi-layered 
approach, which integrates the environmental aspect into a broader 
socio-economic framework.  

In other words combating desertification and land degradation is about 
working towards the promotion of sustainable development.  

Ladies and gentlemen, 
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If the world continues to ignore the challenges as well as the 
potentials of LAND, Sustainable development will not occur and 
millions of people will be compelled to migrate according to the 
forecast of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change - 
IPCC 

The dynamics of land, climate and biodiversity are intimately 
connected and we know that with the changing climate, the lives of 
the poor hang in the balance, because they depend directly on these 
ecosystem services and therefore their sustainable well-being should 
be a concern for the international community if sustainability has to be 
achieved. 

Desertification and land degradation can exacerbate ethnic and 
political tensions and contribute to conflicts. In some countries, soil 
erosion and land degradation have led to massive internal migrations, 
forcing communities to flee their farms for better places including in 
the Northern hemisphere. 

I am here today to share views on Sustainable development from the 
perspective of the UNCCD. I do hope that during the discussions we 
will look into ways for improving the livelihood of the world 
populations taking into account the issue of the productivity of land 
and its potential to generating global benefits from simultaneously 
addressing other critical issues such as climate change, biodiversity 
and relevant socio economic dimensions. 

I thank you for your kind attention. 


