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Background

Mobility is a key prerequisite for social and economic development. In developing and emerging coun-
tries in particular, mobility is crucial for poverty reduction and hence for the attainment of the Millen-
nium Development Goals. It facilitates access to markets and jobs, education, health care, and social 
and political participation. Promoting mobility would therefore appear to be essential. However, this 
also creates major transport policy challenges and significant ecological, social and health risks. The 
increase in road traffic is causing severe congestion in many cities. In developing and emerging coun-
tries, 80 per cent of air pollution is produced by the transport sector. The developing world also holds 
a tragic record, accounting for 90 per cent of all road traffic deaths worldwide. Socially disadvantaged 
groups are often completely excluded from effective forms of mobility due to the high costs of trans-
port and lack of infrastructural development, especially in rural regions. 

How can mobility be shaped sustainably so as to promote social and economic development and 
meet the various needs of the present generation without impairing future generations’ conditions 
of life? How can the tensions between the need to promote mobility in the interests of development 
and the associated problems be resolved in an appropriate manner? The Bonn Symposium 2011 aims 
to provide answers to the question of how mobility, development and sustainability can be reconciled 
in a meaningful way, with a particular focus on developing and emerging countries. 

Culture is a key influential factor in this context. The Symposium will approach the topic of mobil-
ity – understood in this context as the various forms of transport for persons and goods – not as a 
purely technical issue but, first and foremost, as a political and social challenge, for embedding sus-
tainable transport behaviour requires a shift in attitudes within society and a social transformation. 
Politics must support this process by making a clear commitment to sustainable concepts of mobility. 
At the same time, a comprehensive governance approach is needed which does not simply reduce 
mobility to issues of infrastructure and transport planning but integrates other sectors as well: the 
economy, the environment, health, security, poverty reduction and equality. This kind of holistic ap-
proach, which encompasses all relevant sectors and takes account of the various mobility needs of all 
transport users, is key to achieving sustainable mobility and effecting a cultural change.

The Symposium will start by considering the significance of mobility in developing and emerging 
countries, including relevant cultural aspects. The following panel will explore ways of promoting mo-
bility in a sustainable manner. As the next step, sustainable mobility will be considered in more detail 
as a cultural and social challenge. The accompanying workshops will present case studies on mobility 
projects in developing and emerging countries. The evening event, which will be open to the public, 
will showcase the transport policy adopted by the city of Bogotá as a possible model of best practice 
for promoting sustainable mobility. The outcome document adopted at the end of the Bonn Sympo-
sium will consist of a thesis paper identifying pathways towards sustainable mobility and is intended 
to stimulate further debate.

The Bonn Symposium provides a platform for the exchange of experience and know-how in the field of 
sustainable development. The Symposium seeks to contribute to the establishment of an improved network 
of international actors and institutions and to reaffirm Bonn’s position as a centre of expertise on sustainable 
development.



Thursday, 1 December 2011

Bonn Symposium
Deutsche Welle, Bonn – Gremiensaal

 In the Chair

Conny Czymoch
Journalist, TV Anchor, Bergisch Gladbach

09.00 hrs Registration and coffee

10.00 hrs Welcome

Adelheid Feilcke
Director of International Relations
Deutsche Welle, Bonn

Katharina Tomoff
Vice President GoGreen Programme 
Deutsche Post DHL, Bonn

Dr Michèle Roth
Executive Director 
Development and Peace Foundation (SEF), Bonn

Introduction

Session I

More than Traffic 
Mobility as a Social Challenge

10.30 hrs Opening speeches

Mobility: a prerequisite for development

Mac Mashiri 
International Forum for Rural Transport and Development (IFRTD), Pretoria

Sustainable mobility as a cultural challenge

Professor John Urry 
Distinguished Professor of Sociology 
Director of the Centre for Mobilities Research (CeMoRe), Lancaster University

11.15 hrs Plenary discussion

12.00 hrs Lunch



Session II

Mobility Sustainable?
Strategies for Developing and Emerging Countries

Key Questions

What is the present situation with regard to mobility in developing and emerging countries? Which 
diverse mobility needs exist? Which challenges are emerging?

Which measures must be taken to promote mobility in a sustainable manner?

How can external actors support the development of sustainable pathways towards mobility? To 
what extent do external actors’ mobility concepts pursue holistic approaches which reconcile mobil-
ity, development and sustainability?

13.00 hrs Inputs and panel discussion

Introduction

Rehana Moosajee 
Member of the Mayoral Committee (MMC) for Transportation,  
City of Johannesburg

Discussion with further panellists

Dr Reiner Koblo
Economist 
KfW Entwicklungsbank, Frankfurt/Main

Dr Michal Krzyzanowski
Head of Bonn Office 
WHO European Centre for Environment and Health, Bonn

Gil Peñalosa
Executive Director 
8-80 Cities, Toronto

14.00 hrs Plenary discussion

15.00 hrs Coffee break



Session III

Workshops
Case Studies: Sustainable Mobility Projects in Developing and Emerging Countries

15.30 hrs Workshops 

WS A Sustainable logistics development in emerging markets –  English 
City Logistics in China 
Organiser: Deutsche Post DHL room Kigali

The workshop will introduce the City Logistics Concept as part of the 
solution for growing demanding logistical solutions. The discussion will 
focus on logistical challenges in emerging markets and how logistics can 
contribute to a green city. 

Paul Ewing, Deutsche Post DHL, Bonn

Yanqiang Ma, DHL Solutions & Innovations (DSI), Bonn

WS B “Roads to development“ - Mobility in rural areas German

Organiser: KfW Entwicklungsbank room 3.E2.110

The workshop will present different practical experiences of KfW in 
the field of mobility in rural areas in Laos and Cambodia and discusses 
possibilities to build integrative and sustainable mobility concepts for 
development.

Dr Reiner Koblo, KfW Entwicklungsbank, Frankfurt/Main

WS C Can we choose transport policies which are good for health,  English 
the environment and socio-economic development? Yes, we can! 
Organiser: World Health Organization (WHO), room Gremiensaal 
 Development and Peace Foundation (SEF)
The workshop will discuss policies that promote active mobility and public 
transport with a special focus on the Transport, Health and Environment 
Pan European Programme (THE PEP). 

Dr Michal Krzyzanowski, World Health Organization (WHO), Bonn

Dr Dominik Schmid, Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), Eschborn

Vitaliy Shuptar, Avalon Historico-Geographical Society and Avalon 
Public Foundation, Karaganda

WS Z Urban cable propelled transit systems  English

Organiser: European Institute for Sustainable Transport room Antigua

The workshop discusses cable cars as mode of transport and their 
potentials to adress the increasing transport problems in cities in 
developing countries.  

Judith Adeniyi, European Institute for Sustainable Transport (EURIST), 
Hamburg

Wolfram Auer, Doppelmayr Cabel Cars Austria, Wolfurt 

Joachim Bergerhoff, Société des Transports Intercommunaux de 
Bruxelles

17.30 hrs Group walk to Haus der Geschichte

Public Debate

Learning from Bogotá
Promoting Sustainable Transport Behaviour



Public Debate
– to mark the end of this year´s partnership between the City of Bonn and SEF –

Haus der Geschichte, Bonn – Konferenzsaal

 In the Chair

Conny Czymoch
Journalist, TV Anchor, Bergisch Gladbach

17.30 hrs Registration

Learning from Bogotá
Promoting Sustainable Transport Behaviour

18.00 hrs Welcome

Jürgen Nimptsch
Lord Mayor of the Federal City of Bonn

Karin Kortmann 
Former Parlamentary State Secretary 
Chairperson of the Executive Committee of the 
Development and Peace Foundation (SEF), Bonn

18.20 hrs Greeting by

Marc Jan Eumann
State Secretary 
Ministry for Federal Affairs, Europe and the Media of  
North Rhine-Westphalia, Düsseldorf

18.30 hrs Opening speech

Gil Peñalosa
Executive Director 
8-80 Cities, Toronto

19.15 hrs Chaired discussion

Yetmyet Berhanu 
Director
Strategic Management Directorate 
Ministry of Transport and Communications, Addis Ababa 

Dr Axel Friedrich 
Urban Transport Specialist, Berlin

Dr Hedwig Verron
Federal Environment Agency, Dessau

Thursday, 1 December 2011

Reception hosted by the City of Bonn



Friday, 2 December 2011

Bonn Symposium
Deutsche Welle, Bonn – Gremiensaal

 In the Chair

Conny Czymoch
Journalist, TV Anchor, Bergisch Gladbach

08.30 hrs Registration and coffee

Session IV

Culture Counts
Sustainable Mobility: a Social and Political Challenge

09.00 hrs Chaired discussion

Introduction

Emeritus Professor Karl-Heinz Hörning 
RWTH Aachen University

Discussion with further panellists

Anumita Roy Chowdhury 
Executive Director - Research and Advocacy 
Centre for Science and Environment (CSE), New Delhi

Emeritus Professor Heiner Monheim
Institute for Regional Planning and Communication 
University of Trier 

Carlosfelipe Pardo 
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), Bogotá 

10.00 hrs Plenary discussion

11.00 hrs Coffee break

Key Questions

How can the transition to a sustainable culture of mobility be promoted? Which social and policy 
actions could be beneficial in supporting this transition?

How can the various mobility needs of all transport users be reconciled within a participatory pro-
cess that aims to increase acceptance of sustainable modes of transport?



Session V

Workshops
Case Studies: Mobility and Culture 

11.30 hrs Workshops

WS D Sustainable transport in developing cities –  English 
common challenges, local solutions 
Organiser: Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale room Trincomalee 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ)
The workshop aims to outline the challenges developing cities are facing 
with regard to sustainable transportation. It will discuss how urban 
transportation in developing countries can be improved through various 
interventions, especially those focusing on institutional reform and public 
involvement.

Carlosfelipe Pardo, Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), Bogotá 

Dr Dominik Schmid, Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), Eschborn

WS E Change in urban mobility serving as trendsetters  German 
for cities in the South? 
Organiser: Germanwatch room Antigua

The workshop focuses on current trends in urban- (post) industrialised 
cities where cars are becoming less attractive as mode of transport. It 
will discuss the underlying reasons for these trends and possibilities to 
transfer them to other regions.

Michael Adler, Fairkehr, Bonn

Dr Axel Friedrich, Urban Transport Specialist, Berlin

Stefan Rostock, Germanwatch, Bonn

WS F Mobility and the media –  German 
How can transport strategies be presented in an appropriate manner?
Organiser: Deutsche Welle  room Kigali

The workshop discusses the media´s role in presenting sustainable 
mobility concepts to the public and provides practical suggestions 
including video camera exercises.

Rainer Gilhofer, Deutsche Welle (DW), Bonn 

Udo Prenzel, DW-AKADEMIE, Bonn 

13.30 hrs Lunch



Session VI

Mobility – Development – Culture
Criteria for Sustainable Pathways to Mobility

Key Questions

What are the characteristics of sustainable, future-proof mobility in developing and emerging coun-
tries?

How can the cultural and social dimensions of sustainable mobility be reconciled in an appropriate 
manner? 

How can international donors support sustainable mobility in developing and emerging countries?

14.30 hrs Presentation of workshop results by rapporteurs

15.15 hrs Bonn Theses

Dr Jürgen Perschon 
Executive Director 
European Institute for Sustainable Transport (EURIST), Hamburg

15.30 hrs Chaired discussion

Markus Becker
Federal Ministry for the Environment,  
Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMU), Berlin

Patrick Kayemba
Executive Director 
First African Bicycle Information Organization (FABIO), Jinja

Susan Zielinski 
Managing Director 
Sustainable Mobility & Accessibility Research & Transformation (SMART), 
Michigan

16.30 hrs Closing remarks by the organisers

Dr Michèle Roth
Executive Director 
Development and Peace Foundation (SEF), Bonn


